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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an automatic focusing device in which a high
speed focusing is conducted with a small amount of movement/number of measurements
employing a reference picture definition evaluating information curve, which is beforehand
stored, and with a good efficiency.

SOLUTION: In a device 1, which optically processes a member 2 that is to be processed,
a picture definition evaluating information computing means 11 recognizes the picture on
the surface of the member 2 by the reflected light beams from the member 2 employing an
illuminating means 7, which iluminates the member 2 by illuminating light energy through
an objective lens, and computes the picture definition evaluating information of the surface
of the member 2. A difference value computing means 12 compares the currently
computed value of the picture definition evaluating information against the reference

- . picture definition evaluating information stored in a prescribed storing means 14 and
obtaines the difference value with respect to the highest value of the reference picture
definition evaluating information. Moreover, an objective lens controlling means 13 adjusts
the arrangement position of an objective lens so that the difference value becomes zero.
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